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One fact cmor{,um from the IPen-
tagon Papers has not received
proper attention. Richard Hebus,
head of the Central lutdhgenca
Agency (CIA)  would assuredly

. agreée, '

 The fact was discovered by the
Christian Science Monitor in its e
rusal of the papers, particularly 1 }

chapter dealing with policy - mak-

ing between 1633 through 1964, 1t
is simply this: that the CIA and a
little - Inown section of the Stale
Pepartment called the Bureau of
Intelligence ang Research (INR)
were acewrale sources of intelli
. Beace and information, and the de-
© fense establishment was mvariabw
Iy wrong.
" Tor ex aznp]e, in 196? the policy
makers of Washington were cheer-
ily doing their planning on the as
sumption that Viet Cong insurgen—
¢y would be overcome by the end
of the year 1265. By the end of
1985, however, Ameorican cscala-
- tion was mounted and on its way
to putting 500,600 men into Viet-
nhaimn, .
The Monitor reports: “Over and
over through these papers both Cla
“and INR seem to get their facts
and estimates in balance and Ter-
spective whersas Department of
Defense Intelligence and Milita-
ry Aid Group appraisals leav e

ymuch to he desired.
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i working” all through 1969
t on information and

and 1963
judgments

‘9 whlm were totally dloCl‘(‘dlt(’d by
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The policymakers were .

“the super - seerel

events. Clearly, CIA and INR were
working in the right direction
and the lesson, if any, is Umf policy
makers shoulq listen more to these
sources and less to the ot.hus.”
The CIA works clandestinely and
not often does the public learn of |
its activitics. Unless, of course,-
there iIs a snafu of some sort and
ageney gets-the
blame. "Ihiz has happened on more
than one occasion. So, it. ig gaad
to hear tha{ the agency that keeps
tabs on internationsl doings show. .
cd considerable expertise in th e
Victnam {heater of operations,
A scarch for villains and scape-
goals is not a recommended course
{ action in the wake of the rload
of top secret data reaching public
print. Towever, it would he an in- |
teresting follow - up to determive
why military intelligence was in-
ferior to  civilian in  ’62-6%, what
factors led.one group to assess the
situation one way, another gloup_f
another way, :
It is vecalled that when two ad-
visers of the late President Remne-
dy returned from Vietnam andgd |
gave him conflicting assessients,
he asked them, ‘are you sure
you went to the same countr v
The Pentagon Papers reveal that
the professional military intelli-
gence services were no less con-
fused than were one - shot emis-
saries. What a pity that their

‘miscalculations were so grievius

in terms of men and material, {;3
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